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Sense8 season one episode two is most notably known for a quote that perfectly 
describes the show’s fans: ‘I am Also a We’. The episode is named after this idea, which 
is part of the renowned speech written by the hacktivist Nomi Marks, in her blog before 
San Francisco’s LGBTQ+ Pride Parade. It gets more inspiring the more you read it:

“For a long time, I was afraid to be who I am, because I was taught by my parents 
that there’s something wrong with someone like me. Something offensive, something you 
would avoid, maybe even pity. Something that you could never love… I was afraid of this 
parade, because I wanted so badly to be a part of it. So today, I’m marching for that part 
of me that was once too afraid to march. And for all the people who can’t march, the 
people living lives like I did… Today I march to remember that I’m not just a me, but I’m 
also a we. And we march with Pride. So go fuck yourself Aquinas.”

Poor thing, Thomas Aquinas! I believe all the show’s fans have said ‘go fuck 
yourself, Aquinas’ more than once, even though we are being a bit unfair to him. Nomi 
Marks’ mom (Janet Marks, played by Sandra Fish) did not understand correctly what this 
catholic theologian and philosopher meant to say. The concept of ‘pride’ was mistaken 
with his criticism of the mortal sins, such as arrogance. Yet, pride could be arrogance, 
thus the idea behind LGBTQ+ Pride is not the same.

THE PRIDE OF SAINT 
THOMAS AQUINAS

The f i rst  lessons Chr ist ian i ty teaches us are that the morta l  s ins 
are a ser ies of bad habi ts which educate i ts  fo l lowers on Chr ist ian 
moral i ty.  Even though you might not be fami l iar wi th the moral i ty 
of  th is re l ig ion,  you wi l l  most l ike ly remember these morta l  s ins i f 
you’ve seen the movie Seven (d irected by David F incher and starr ing  
Brad Pi t t ,  Morgan Freeman,  Gwyneth Paltrow, and Kevin Spacey) .

1 .  Lust

2 .  Gluttony

3.  Greed

4.  S loth

5.  Wrath

6.  Envy

7.  Pr ide 

Pr ide or arrogance is  considered as the or ig inal  and the most 
important of  the deadly s ins,  s ince i t  is ,  in  fact ,  the source of a l l  the 
ex ist ing s ins.  I f  you have seen Seven ,  then you’d remember the awful 
importance of pr ide in the p lot .
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According to John Milton’s Paradise Lost, pride relates to Lucifer’s sin when he tries 
to be equal to God. It is defined as the feeling, pleasure or satisfaction derived from one’s 
own achievements, the achievements of those with whom one is closely associated, or 
from qualities or possessions that are widely admired.

There are plenty of types of pride, such as vainglory or cenodoxia —also translated 
from the Bible as vanity— which consists of an excessive or ostentatious pride especially 
in one’s achievements. The person suffering from vainglory wants to be seen, considered, 
admired, valued, honoured, praised and even flattered because of what he or she 
possesses. Could it be compared to the fake reality we see in social media?

Cenodoxia can also breed other sins, such as the love for money or the love for 
power. With all of that said, it seems like the deadly sin ‘pride’ has nothing to do at all with 
the LGBTQ+ Pride Parade, but with meetings of the Bilderderg Club.

Could you imagine a secret meet ing where a l l  the r ich and powerfu l 
from around the g lobe meet to decide the fate of humanity? We 
are not ta lk ing about a scene in Mr.  Robot nor any other f ict ion 
show. We can f ind th is in real  l i fe .  B i lderderg Club (en.wik ipedia .
org/wik i/Bi lderberg_Group) is  an annual  meet ing attended by 130 
inf luent ia l  people,  upon inv i tat ion .  Members of th is group meet up 
in luxury venues in Europe,  Nor th America,  and Western Asia .  The 
press is  not inv i ted,  nor has i t  gained any access to these meet ings. 
Bankers,  pol i t ic ians,  monarchs and members of royalty,  internat ional 
f inanciers and owners of media companies,  are only some examples 
of the members of th is exclus ive c lub where love for money and 
power ru le.  This group has been accused of conspir ing to impose 
a g lobal  government ,  a capi ta l ist  ru le and a p lanned economy. 
Never theless,  we know nothing about their act iv i t ies. 

Were you aware of the ex istence of such ‘meet ings’? Do you know 
about any s imi lar events?

Janet Marks makes this very mistake: the problem with arrogance is that it is often 
confused with pride, since they are vulgarly used as synonyms. Thus, the nuance that 
makes them different is that pride could be considered a virtue, while arrogance could 
not. Psychologists as Barbara Fredrickson consider it a positive emotion since pride allows 
us to value ourselves, what we are able to build, what we can achieve with our actions 
and experiences. Pride also allows us to acknowledge the actions and achievements of 
others. This feeling was critical in the birth of the LGBTQ+ movement.
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From the very beginning, Sense8 showed an empowering vision as well as a fierce 
criticism of the LGBTQ+ Pride Day. Before the start of the charity theater performance, 
Nomi Marks and a few friends talk about their concerns regarding this day. For her, 
it was a turning point, a day of self affirmation and public appreciation / recognition. 
Though what her friends said reminds us of the awakening of the movement and how 
devastating the 80s were, mainly because of the arrival of AIDS. This is the revealing talk 
they had:

- A bit nervous about it, actually.
- Why?
- Well, it’s kind of a downer.
- So?
- This is Pride, People want to feel good.
- I don’t.
- During the ‘80s, Pride was a funeral march.
- I know. I want to remember that. I want to connect to that. I want to show 
people how my life and all of this is made possible by those lives and those 
deaths.

On the night of Friday, June 28, 1969 in a New York pub called Stonewall in 
Greenwich Village, the flame of Pride as we live it today was born. At that time, it was 
among one of the few places where LGBTQ+ people gathered and were not out of place. 
While in the outside world people of the LGBTQ+ community were harshly persecuted, 
they could openly and freely express themselves there. The Moral Squad raids were a 
regular thing in the pub, but on that night something different happened: humiliation 
reached a new level; people resisted; they had had enough!.

During the 50s and the 60s, gay people in the US would  face a hostile legal system, 
much more hostile than any other behind Iron Curtain. Castration, emetic therapy, 
hypnosis, electroshock therapy, lobotomies… Anything and everything was done in order 
to “cure” homosexuality. Every state except Illinois punished consensual homosexual sex 
between adults in private, which means that a grown man could be legally accused of 
having consensual sex with another adult man in the privacy of their home, they could 
be fined or even sent to prison with a life sentence. 

In spite of all this hostility, some gay-friendly groups appeared to encourage a non-
confrontational relationship between homosexual and heterosexual people. However, 
the late 60s were more reactionary due to different social movements that took to the 
streets: the civil rights movements (1955-1968), the counterculture movement of the 60s, 
and the anti-Vietnam War protests. This warring environment, as well as the liberal ideas 
of Greenwich Village, unleashed the Stonewall riots. During the night we already talked 
about, the gay community erupted. They could not handle any more pressure. During 
the riots, there were more protesters than police, and even though they left the pub 
willingly, they did not go into the police van. According to the local records, Miss Major 
Griffin-Grace, a black trans woman, threw the first stone. The first punch to a cop was 
thrown by a lesbian called Sormé DeLaverie, the Rosa Parks of the gay community.

The night ended with a fierce battle, but it was the fuse that fueled organizations to 
demand justice. Finally, on the day of the anniversary of the riots, a march was organized 
in sunlight all the way up Sixth Avenue from Christopher St. to Central Park. It was a 
nonviolent festive march that caught the eyes of an unexpected crowd. This is how Pride 
Day was born.

OUR PRIDE WAS 
AWAKENED BY STONEWALL
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From Stonewal l  r iots to the fest ive marches around the world

The Stonewal l   r iots are known as the f i rst  t ime in the US that the LGBTQ+ 
community fought against a system that persecuted homosexual i ty. 
General ly,  they are recognized as the agent of  change that sped up the 
modern LGBTQ+ civi l  r ights movement in the United States and a l l  over the 
world .  The Stonewal l  r iots spread l ike wi ldf ire and unequivocal ly led humanity 
to a new era in which expressions such as gay power and gay pr ide were 
created to i l luminate and ra ise group awareness among gay people around 
the globe.  Nowadays,  i t  is  necessary to encourage yourself  in order to go 
publ ic with your sexual  or ientat ion,  so just  try to imagine how scary i t  was 
to be part  of  th is community back when the people in i t  were subjected to 
d ifferent pressures,  harassment ,  and shame. But a lso th ink about how brave 
they were to make our present ,  our real i ty better than the one they had to 
l ive in .

* Have you ever taken part in any Pride Parade? Why? How was your 
experience? What do you think about this day?

Write your opinion in here so next readers can count i t  in.  I t  could also be 
real ly reveal ing if  you read it  in the future.

“ I  had never par t ic ipated in a Pr ide Parade unt i l  I  became the coordinator 
of  our organizat ion’s par t ic ipat ion in our local  parade.  I  a lways have mixed 
feel ings about th is act iv i ty because for me i t  has become a celebrat ion of 
how far we have come to respect and inc lude the LGBTQ+ community and 
how hard they have fought for equal  r ights.  I t  is  a lso a sad t ime as there 
are st i l l  countr ies where i t  is  i l legal ,  there are st i l l  parents & fr iends who wi l l 
re ject those who ident i fy their true selves and even some of the r ights that 
have been gained can be revoked when a new President or pol i t ica l  par ty is 
e lected”  Lesley Ol iver,  Ontar io (Canada) .



1 6 S E N S E  8

Stonewall Inn did not represent all the gay community. It was a safe haven for those 
marginalized groups within the LGBTQ+ community such as trans, effeminated youth, ex-con 
gays, racialized people, drag queens, male prostitutes, homeless people… a wide range of sexual 
dissidents that are often ignored but that played a key role in our history.

Two of them lead the riots: Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera. Both were good friends, 
both were sexual workers on the streets, and both later created STAR (Street Transvestite Action 
Revolutionaries),  focused mainly on  marginalized LGTB+ people and homeless trans women. They 
were truly critical of the LGTB+ community, which Sylvia referred to as “a white middle class club”. 
From their dissident position, both maintained that the movement left behind all those people who 
did not meet the standard of what society understood as acceptable.

The most marginalized people within the homosexual group —effeminates, transvestites 
anc tomboys— had the courage to fight to create a real social change. Young men with masculine 
characteristics were not arrested, though there were always trucks full of trans people who did not 
resist at all.

After the Stonewall riots, pro LGBTQ+ rights groups popped up in every main city in the US, 
Canada, Australia and Western Europe, but usually suffered from prejudices regarding their race, 
class, ideology or gender. An example of this could be the Stonewall march in 1973, when minutes 
after Barbara Gittings praised the diversity of the attendees, the feminist activist Jean O’Leary 
rejected what she understood as a mock towards women from trans people and drag queens. This 
marginalization among the group was also sharply captured in the first episode of Sense 8:

- Wait, I know you. You are the tranny that blogs about politics. I totally disagree with what 
you said about dropping LGBT.
- Hey, come on, relax. It’s a party.
- We fought hard for that recognition.
- I just thought that the distinctions were separating us.
- Bullshit. Just another colonizing male trying to take up any space left to women.
- Sam, say one more thing about my girlfriend and I will colonize your face with my fist.
- Oh, yeah?
- I’m gonna go.
- Oh, please, she’s a loud-mouth Berkeley bitch. Hey, Nomi! Wait! Honey, what is it? You 
never cry at stuff like that.
- I’m not crying because of her. 
- Then what?
- I’m crying because no one’s ever defended me before.
- That’s the day I knew I’d always love you.

SENSE8 MAKES A CRITICISM: 
WHEN ALIENATION COMES 
FROM THE LGBTQ+ 
COMMUNITY ITSELF
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This discrimination is part of our recent past. Even in 2001, the visibility of the trans community was 
far behind within the gay community. On that same year, Sylvia Rivera, trans activist, highlighted this 
fact at The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Community Center in New York:

“Mainstreaming, normality, being normal. I understand how much everybody likes to fit into that 
mainstream gay and lesbian community. You know, it used to be a wonderful thing to be avant-garde, 
to be different from the world. I see us reverting into a so-called liberated closet because we, not we, 
yous of this mainstream community, wish to be married, wish for this status. That’s all fine. But you are 
forgetting your grassroots, you are forgetting your own individual identity. I mean, you can never be like 
them. Yes we can adopt children, all well and good, that’s fine. I would love to have children. I would love 
to marry my lover over there [Julia Murray], but for political reasons, I will not do it because I don’t feel 
that I have to fit in that closet of normal, straight society which the gay mainstream is going towards. 

This is why they don’t want the transgender people to have rights. This is why they always tell us, 
‘Oh let us get ours, and then we’ll help you get yours.‘ If I hear that one more time, I think I’ll jump off 
the Empire State building.” 

I f  you want more informat ion about th is ,  you can f ind publ ic speeches on 
Youtube and on other p latforms under the name Sylvia Rivera- Y’a l l  better 
quiet  down. Also,  we recommend you read the art ic le ( in Spanish)  “E l  or igen 
del  Orgul lo t iene nombre de mujer trans,  drag queen, racia l izada y prost i tuta” 
wri t ten by journal ist  Marta Borraz on e ld iar io.es

This year has been the year where gender identity and orientation has been fully integrated. In 
Spain, for example, the parade of gay pride has been dedicated to the demands of trans people.  
A very active activist group that appeared in Spain is the Questioning or Critical Pride. This group 
fights for the non commercialization and the re-politicization of the LGBTQ+ Pride. This movement 
includes also transversal claims or demands that are not directly connected with sexuality as a 
source of criticism of some ideas surrounding the day, such as pink capitalism, gentrification, 
homonationalism, and homonormativity. Its members want to get back June 28th as the key date 
for the movement to remember the combative spirit of Stonewall. That’s why, for the past years, 
they are organizing an alternative march with an anti capitalist, transfeminist, and anti racist march. 
Their motto in 2018 was “ Pride is Transgression.”

This year could be another historical momentum towards the LGBTQ+ rights since the pride was for 
the trans liberation. At last, rainbow flags representing LGBTQ+ community were waved side by side 
with the transexual pride flag. Finally, this community understood that we all need to be free. Finally 
we understood what “I am also a we” really means.
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Sense8 always wanted to mention the biggest tragedy suffered by the LGTB+ community: AIDS. 
Back in the day, media coverage gave the new disease names such as pink cancer or gay-related 
immune deficiency due to the fact that pinkish sores were spotted on the sick, and most of them 
were homosexual people. Some took advantage of this to use the disease as a way to justify their 
homophobia, saying it was a punishment from God. When Sense8 talks about “During the ‘80s, 
Pride was a funeral march”, it is directly talking about AIDS: there was an incurable outbreak and 
it had a brutal impact on the homosexual community of the moment. It created a stigma and left 
behind thousands of dead bodies.

AIDS first appeared in a context in which gay people were starting to star on tv and movies. They 
were no longer victims, they were no longer a comic relief that everybody could mock. They were 
actual characters, part of the plot. Gay culture was starting to leave a mark on performing arts, its 
narratives and the entertainment industry. Up to Sense8, Orange Is The New Black or Transparent, 
the fight to draw attention to these narratives was a long, thorny road.

During the 70s and the 80s this influence was particularly represented in music: David Bowie, Roxy 
Music, Queen, and Elton John achieved great success with explicitly ambiguous lyrics. At the time, it 
was unthinkable to see such effeminacy on stage. 

Sexual liberation, women’s liberation and gay revolution met the heterosexual elite on New York’s 
nightlife thanks to places such as, but not limited to, Studio 54. Many places where art, fashion, and 
music converged and became  popular in many western capitals. Weirdness was not punished 
there, but praised as an enriching, vanguardist element.

Oddly enough, a legend of this time reminds us of the name of our hero. Klaus Nomi was a German 
countertenor who worked as a pastry chef during the day and as a singer in underground clubs in 
East Village at night. He went from baritone to lyric soprano, and his songs went from ballads from 
the 50s to baroque opera. His first album, called Klaus Nomi, and released in 1981, was a complete 
success. Maybe it’s a coincidence or maybe it’s not, but scriptwriters of the show kind of talk about 
this during a scene at the hospital:

- How you feeling, Michael?
- My name is Nomi.
- Oh, I’m sorry. Your mother’s been calling you Michael.
- What kind of name is Nomi? Have you ever heard of anyone named Nomi?

Sense8 does not want to forget all the legends from back then, because their past led us to our present. 

HAVE YOU EVER MET 
SOMEONE CALLED NOMI?
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It does not want the movement to forget their own heroes and martyrs. Because in 1982, while Klaus 
Nomi was on tour for his second album Simple Man he started to feel sick. His audience in Paris saw 
him cough on stage while singing “The Cold Song” from Henry Purcell. He could not reach the higher 
musical note. In 1983 he died of AIDS; he was one of the first famous people dying of this disease. 
It seemed like an awful conspiracy just when homosexual people started to get noticed in arts and 
music. Sense8 script writers decided to show this tragic story on the first episode with that theater 
performance right before the Pride march. Do you remember that moving text? If not, here it is: 

I walked in the room and saw a man in his early 30s who looked like he was 92, who was skin and 
bones, who weighed maybe 80 pounds, who was on a respirator. And uh... and he said, he said to 
me.... “Do me this- You’ve got to do me a favor.” And I said, “whatever it is, just ask.” And he said, “I 
can’t go on like this.” He said, “You know, I just- if you could, just carry me up to the roof and throw 
me over the... roof.” He goes, “I only weigh about 80 pounds, and you’re strong, you could do it.” And I 
said, “Jay, I can’t do that, you can’t ask that of me.” And when he died, they came in... in hazmat... suits, 
and they put him in a body bag.
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A “sense” society is a society in which its citizens are not labeled nor judged by any of those labels. 
The most liberating part of Sense8 is that sensates do not feel uncomfortable, awkward, patronizing 
or curious about Nomi’s, Lito’s or Riley’s gender identity or sexual orientation. Nor even Kala or 
Capheus, who come from heteronormativity backgrounds, do so. Therefore, it doesn’t matter if 
you’re heterosexual, homosexual or bisexual among sensates. Neither if you are transgender or cis. 
Your feelings and how you express yourself through your actions are the only things that matters. 
Thus, this not only happens with our eight main sensates, but with all the secondary characters too. 
They are part of the “family of friends” of each main character, and also naturally accept their sexual 
orientation or identity. However, now we’d like to stress a specific character: Daniela, the friend of 
Lito and Hernando. She starred a really funny scene on chapter 2:

- Dani! Dani!
- What is the problem, Lito?
- The problem is, honey... that you don’t have a cock.
- Hernando, my friend... Good one!
- Oh, come on, Lito. Look at her face. She totally knows.
- Knows what?
- Fan-fucking-tastic. 
- What?
- Oh, this is perfect. And it’s so fucking hot I can’t even stand it. And- we need glasses.

Coming out of the closest should be always like this, shouldn’t it?

SENSE8 CONFRONTING 
HETERONORMATIVITY                    
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Heteronormativity,  Cisgender,  and Pansexual ity:  Three Terms That Wil l 
Hack Your Prejudices

Heteronormativity:  is  the bel ief  that people fa l l  into d ist inct and 
complementary genders (male and female)  with natural  ro les in l i fe.  I t 
assumes that heterosexual i ty is  the only sexual  or ientat ion or the only norm, 
and that sexual  and mari ta l  re lat ions are most (or only)  f i t t ing between people 
of  opposite sex.  A “heteronormat ive” view therefore involves a l ignment of 
b io logical  sex,  sexual i ty,  gender ident i ty and gender ro les.  Heteronormat ivi ty 
is  often l inked to heterosexism and homophobia .

As consequence, heterosexual i ty is  considered to be the only “normal”  sexual 
or ientat ion.  Heteronormat ivi ty descr ibes and cr i t ic izes norms in an open, 
c losed or impl ic i t  way. Those who ident i f ies and cr i t ic ize heteronormat ivi ty 
say that i t  twists the discourse by st igmat iz ing concepts d ifferent from 
sexual i ty,  such as gender.

Cisgender (often abbreviated to simply cis) :  i t  is  a term for people whose 
gender ident i ty matches the sex that they were assigned at b ir th .  Cisgender 
may also be defined as those who have “a gender ident i ty or perform a 
gender ro le society considers appropr iate for one’s sex” . I t  is  the opposite of 
the term transgender.

Pansexual ity:  according to Lana Wachowski ,  a l l  sensates are panxual .  Br ian 
J.  Smith,  the actor behind Wi l l  Worsky,  confessed on Twitter that “Lana 
th inks a l l  the characters are pan-sexual ,  I  th ink that ’s  a great way of putt ing 
i t .”

Also known as omnisexual i ty,  i t  is  the sexual ,  romant ic or emot ional  attract ion 
towards people regardless of  their sex or gender ident i ty.  Pansexual  people 
may refer to themselves as gender-bl ind,  assert ing that gender and sex are 
not determining factors in their romant ic or sexual  attract ion to others.

Pansexual i ty may be considered a sexual  or ientat ion in i ts  own r ight or a 
branch of b isexual i ty,  to indicate an a l ternat ive sexual  ident i ty.  Because 
pansexual  people are open to re lat ionships with people who do not ident i fy 
as str ict ly men or women, and pansexual i ty therefore rejects the gender 
binary,  i t  is  often considered a more inclus ive term than bisexual .  To what 
extent the term bisexual  is  inc lus ive when compared with the term pansexual 
is  debated with in the LGBTQ+ community,  especia l ly the bisexual  community.

Of course,  not a l l  the characters on the show are pansexual  at  the same level . 
For instance, L i to would ident i fy h imself  as homosexual ,  R i ley as bisexual , 
and Sun Bak as heterosexual .  Nevertheless,  by using the term “pansexual” 
Lana wanted to show the same thing Nomi Marks says on the f i rst  episode 
about the danger behind “ labels” :

“ I  just  thought that the dist inct ions were separat ing us .”
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GAY R IGHTS  DEMONSTRAT ION (TRAFALGAR SQUARE—THE TRAFALGAR HOTEL  IS  IN  THE  BACKGROUND) 
INCLUDING MEMBERS OF  THE  GAY  L IBERAT ION FRONT  (GLF ) .  THE  GLF  HELD  I TS  F IRST  MEET ING 
IN  A  BASEMENT  CLASSROOM AT  THE  LONDON SCHOOL  OF  ECONOMICS  ON 13  OCTOBER 1970 .  I T 
WAS INSPIRED BY  THE  US  GLF  MOVEMENTS ,  WHICH A IMED TO  GAIN  EQUAL  R IGHTS  FOR THE  LGBT 
COMMUNIT IES  ON AN UNAPOLOGET IC  BASIS .  THE  ORGANISAT ION WAS VERY INFORMAL ,  HAVING NO 
DES IGNATED STRUCTURE ,  AND ORGANISED MARCHES ,  "GAY  DAYS" ,  STREET  THEATRE  PERFORMANCES , 
S IT - INS  AND PRODUCED A  JOURNAL  ENT ITLED  COME TOGETHER .  THESE  ACT IV IT IES  LED  TO  THE  F IRST 
GAY  PRIDE  MARCH IN  1972 . 

LSE  L IBRARY -  DEMONSTRAT ION ,  WITH  GAY  L IBERAT ION FRONT  BANNER ,  C1972
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